
YEAR 11 PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT:   
SPRING TERM TOPICS 

Essential Life Skills 
• Finance 
• Politics & Media 

 
 
YEAR 11 CHILD DEVELOPMENT:   
SPRING TERM TOPICS 

Task 2: Plan and Evaluate a Suitable Play Activity 
You will use your observation findings of the child from Task 1 to choose and 
plan a suitable play activity for the physical development area. 
 
Task 2a 
 
You must: 
• Choose a suitable play activity and explain: 

o Why this activity is appropriate for the area of development 
o The stage and type of play 
o The benefits of the activity to the child 

• Produce a plan for your play activity to include: 
o Developmental area covered 
o Aim of the activity 
o Description of the activity 
o Timing for the activity 
o Safety considerations 
o Resources needed 
o How the activity will be introduced to the child 

 
  



YEAR 11 AQA CITIZENSHIP:   
SPRING TERM TOPICS 

Year 11 – Term 2 
This term we will be finishing off our Theme 3 – Politics and Participation 
part of the course: 

 
Where does political power reside in the UK and how is it controlled?  
 
• The concept of democracy and different forms of democracy, including 

representative democracy. 
• The values underpinning democracy: rights, responsibilities, freedoms, 

equality, the rule of law. 
• The institutions of the British constitution: the power of government, the 

Prime Minister and cabinet; the sovereignty of Parliament; the roles of 
the legislature, the opposition, political parties, the Monarch, citizens, 
the judiciary, the police and the Civil Service. 

• How the relationships between the institutions form an uncodified 
British constitution and examples of how this is changing. 

What are the powers of local and devolved government and how can citizens 
participate?  

• The role and structure of elected local government; the services provided 
by local government for citizens in local communities; roles and 
accountability of councillors. 

• The nature and organisation of regional and devolved government: 
Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and England.  

• How powers are organised between the Westminster Parliament and the 
devolved administrations in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales; how 
relations are changing between England, Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland; the debate about ‘English votes for English laws’.  

• Who can stand for election and how candidates are selected.  
• Who can and cannot vote in elections and why; debates about the voting 

age.  
• Issues relating to voter turnout, voter apathy and suggestions for 

increasing voter turnout at elections. 
• How public taxes are raised and spent by government locally and 

nationally. 



• The practice of budgeting and managing risk and how it is used by 
government to manage complex decisions about the allocation of public 
funding. 

• Different viewpoints and debates about how governments and other 
service providers make provision for welfare, health, the elderly and 
education. 

 
Where does political power reside: with the citizen, parliament or 
government?  
 
• The nature of the 'First Past the Post' system based on parliamentary 

constituencies; the frequency of Westminster elections. 
• Other voting systems used in UK elections, including proportional 

systems and the advantages and disadvantages of each. 
• The difference between the executive, the legislature, the judiciary and 

the monarchy. The nature of bicameral Westminster parliament, the 
respective roles of and the relationship between the House of Commons 
and the House of Lords and the role of the monarch. 

• The major political parties contesting UK general elections; key 
philosophical differences between the political parties operating in UK 
general elections. 

• How parliament works: scrutinising government and making it 
accountable; parliamentary questions, committees, debates. 

• The role of MPs; representing their constituencies, debating policy; 
scrutinising legislation. 

• Ceremonial roles including Black Rod; key parliamentary roles including 
the Speaker, whips, front bench and back bench MPs. 

• The legislative process; parliamentary debates and deliberation of public 
issues and policy. 

• The formation of government by the leader of the political party with a 
majority in the House of Commons, or by a coalition of parties. 

• The role of the Prime Minister, cabinet & ministers; the power of the P 
M & cabinet. 

• The organisation of government administration into departments, 
ministries and agencies; role of the civil service. 

 
 



How do others govern themselves?  

• Electoral systems and processes used in European parliamentary 
elections; the impact of these systems on the composition of political 
parties representing citizens.  

• Key differences in how citizens can or cannot participate in politics in one 
democratic and one non-democratic political system that is outside the 
UK.  

How can citizens try to bring about political change?  

• How citizens can contribute to parliamentary democracy and hold those 
in power to account. 

• How digital democracy, social media and other measures are being 
developed as a means to improve voter engagement and the political 
participation of citizens. 

• The different forms of action citizens can take to hold those in power to 
account for their actions; how the citizen can contribute to public life by 
joining an interest group or political party: standing for election; 
campaigning; advocacy; lobbying; petitions; joining a demonstration; 
volunteering. 

• The roles played by public institutions, public services, interest and 
pressure groups, trade unions, charities and voluntary groups in 
providing a voice and support for different groups in society. 

USEFUL REMINDERS 
• We are studying the AQA Citizenship GCSE course. We use the Mike 

Mitchell ‘Citizenship Studies’ textbook – published by Hodder Education 
• Each student receives a photocopied revision guide per theme and is a 

member of a Year 11 Citizenship Revision and Exams TEAMS group  
• Here, old papers / mind maps for revision / revision guides are shared 

with all students studying Citizenship 
USEFUL WEBSITES 
Some interesting campaigns - 
Make Poverty History: www.makepovertyhistoryorg/2005/ 
Team Badger: www.teambadger.org 
RSPCA: www.rspca.org.uk/getinvolved/campaign/badgers 

 

http://www.makepovertyhistoryorg/2005/
http://www.teambadger.org/
http://www.rspca.org.uk/getinvolved/campaign/badgers

